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Hello,  
 

This is the last newsletter of the year and as 

always a time to reflect on what has occurred 
since we all made our way back to school last 

February. 
 

As always it has been very busy – trips and 

swimming, spelling bees and hockey, speeches 
and paddle boarding, sailing and gutter board 

and so much more!  All this amongst the day to 
day ‘business’ of school and the more formal 

learning that takes place every day.  A busy 

school is a happy school, is a successful school.  
 

Add into this mix two very special things this 
year – our marae trips and of course the ever 

popular ‘Great Art Exhibition’ and there is much 
for everyone associated with Kaeo School to 

look back on with pride.  

 
Our teachers and staff are to be congratulated 

for an excellent years work, especially Mrs 
Hancock and Miss Campbell who stepped up 

into leadership roles so ably in my absence in 

Term 2 but everyone associated with our school 
deserves to be acknowledged for the part that 

they have played in making the school the neat 
place that it is.  To everyone who contributed in 

any way, big or small, a big thank you from me. 
 

Our school continues to grow and this is good 

because growth comes with opportunities to do 
more and to do whatever we do better. We 

don’t always get everything right but we 
certainly try our best.  We teach our children to 

be quick to praise and slow to criticise and to be 

understanding and look to be forgiving when 
things don’t go quite right.  

 
That our community almost without exception 

supports us in this way is appreciated and 

allows us the space to do things that other 
schools are not able to with such freedom.  I am 

convinced that this collective trust, this shared 
responsibility and kindness is a big part of our 

success as a school and again I thank everyone 
for their support. 

 

 
 

On a sadder note Mrs Sutton leaves us after four 
years in Room 3.  She has contributed a lot in 

this short time and we will miss her.  She is a 

fine teacher and in particular her ability to 
quickly understand what makes Kaeo School 

tick and to build the type of relationships with 
the children in her care and across the school 

has been outstanding.  We wish her all the best 

as she returns to the South Island.  
 

Finally, may I wish those who are leaving us all 
the very best and thank them and their families 

for their contribution to Kaeo School and to  

everyone who reads I hope that you will have a 
very Merry Christmas, a happy and safe new 

year and a great summer with your beautiful 
children,          

            
Meri Kirihimete, 

Paul Barker. 

 
Pirate Day 

It’s Pirate Day on Friday and, if you can, it would be 
great if your child could please dress as a pirate. We 

will be spending a fair bit of time on the sea (the pool 
) so bringing the togs would be a good idea too. 

 
Prizegiving 

Our annual prize-giving is next Monday the 16th of 
December beginning right on time at midday.  We 

would love to see you there. Thank you to Kaeoannes, 
Imery’s Tableware, Te Rununga o Whaingaroa, Duffy 

Books in Homes, Mainfreight Limited, Whangaroa Kiwi 

Can Trust, Lester and Christine Bramley and the Kaeo 
School PTA for their support of this event.  

 
Thank you 

A big thank you to the kind folk at Northland Plastering 

(Paul and Shayle Pilcher) who have kindly sponsored a 
yummy ice block for each and every child to celebrate 

a happy 2019. 
 

Christmas Tree 
We have had a few problems with our school 

Christmas Tree over the last couple of years but it 

seems that these are all fixed now so the tree is 
looking all nice and festive now!  A big thanks to Tony 

Dickey from Above Zero Electricians who kindly 
supplied and fitted an automatic timer to the lights so 

that they will manage themselves this year and for our 

friends at Top Energy who put the lights up for us.    


